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Warriors and Warlords 2015

We attended WW in Wisconsin this year for the first time in a number of years. For the last few
years, the extra distance, as it moved farther into Wisconsin, made it more difficult to attend without taking more time off work. But last year it moved back to a point only a few hours outside of
Minneapolis, something that makes it doable without taking a full week off.
We decided to take an extra day anyway, as we wanted to stop and visit with our friend Ellen in
Minneapolis on the way. So we left early Wednesday morning and arrived at Ellen’s in the early afternoon. After visiting for a while and a great dinner, we got to bed fairly early. The next morning
we were up early to try and beat some of the traffic around Minneapolis. Clare held on for dear
life as we raced around 694 to the East side, and then stopped for breakfast just outside the city.
We were on our way in a couple of hours, as we had planned on arriving about noon to setup.
We found the turn off easily, but navigating through the maze of secondary roads and unmarked
turns made us glad we were doing this in the daylight and not after dark. But the directions
worked, and we found the site full of tents and people in garb. We were able to check in and were
given directions to the group we were staying with. This was fortunate, because we found out over
the next two days that it is much easier to attend WW as part of an established group, as there was
little unallocated space.
The new WW site is very long and narrow, meaning there are long walks along the road to almost
everywhere. But for me, that means good exercise. We got to our site and found some friends that
could show us where our pavilion was going to be set up. So unload the trailer (a new thing for
us this year) and set up Buttercup, our pavilion. It goes up much faster when we have the outside
out, as we had found out when setting up at Avacal Coronation two weeks before. In a few hours,
we were set up and could talk to people, especially the neat couple behind us with the incredible
Viking camp, made from interlocking wood frame beams and incorporating the canopy bed into
the design. It looked incredibly detailed and authentic, but perhaps a little complex for us to set
up for a weekend.
About the time we completed setup and moved the car and trailer to parking, Robin and Ainesleah, along with Geoff and Anne showed up, so we helped a little with their unpacking and setup,
then walked around the site for a while, talking to people and just getting settled in. Adalia and
Asdis were there, waiting for their tent to show up, hoping it would make it before dark and any
rain (it did, and looked great). We looked at the fighting area and archery side, which is really too
small to hold everything that goes on, then headed back for dinner.
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The next day I got up fairly early as I wanted to shoot archery in the first couple of Baronial
Shoots before doing some Rapier. After breakfast, headed over to the range and shot, did well
in the first round, but those *&#T&* stars Nordskogen put out for their shoot MOVED when
you hit them, making it fun but frustrating.
After shooting a couple of rounds, back to camp to exchange stuff then back to the field for
the Rapier challenge at lunch. It was getting very hot and humid by this time, and I have to
admit, the heat got to me over the course of the afternoon. I was able to stick around for the
2 events I wanted to fight in, but was barely able to make it back to camp. Resting a bit, eating, and a shower got me mostly back to normal, and ready in time to run the Baronial Shoot
Siegound and Rachelle had planned and brought, although we did have to do new targets during the day, the old ones were safe on their kitchen table.
Even though we were the last Baronial shoot of the day, we had quite a few people come out to
compete. I think this is a great part of WW and would like to see it continue. Robin wound up
winning the shoot when we were done, but told us to give the prize, a dozen matched shafts
that we had provided, to the 3rd place finisher, Sefa of Norkskogen. She was delighted with
the prize and promised to show off her new arrows next time we saw her. The fighting was
going on strong at this point, evidenced by the heavy melee almost running over the tent for
archery equipment several times. As I said, the biggest problem with the site is the placement
of all the martial activities in 1 spot that is really too small for more than one or two of them.
They promise to look at options for remedy.
Friday evening, after dinner, we were talking with a few people when someone invited us to
the Scotch tasting party that Sir Edwin was hosting. That was a truly impressive table he had,
not so much the actual table, but the impressive array of expensive scotch that was on it. All
we had to bring was a mediocre Irish, so it was moved to the secondary table. I am not much
of a Scotch drinker, so was not going to waste really good stuff, but Clare was more than willing to try out her share.
On Saturday, there were several elevations of various kinds occurring. Edward of Kent was

Warriors and Warlords 2015

(cont.)

brought into the Master of Defence during
the afternoon, as was James Applegate for
the Knighthood. I was able to turn over the
Sword of the Griffin that we had brought
back from Avacal to Her Majesty, Sigrid, they
still have to figure out how to make the next
move with it. Clare got to throw lots of rubber
duckies at various Rapier Fighters, even earning an award for deadly aim. Piero claimed
she was targeting him, what nonsense, he just
happened to be near her, LOTS.
In the evening, court happened at the main
bar, which also had great food available from
the barbeque for a reasonable price. There
were 3 more elevations with two new members of the Order of Chivalry, Ajax and Jonns,
and one new member of the Master of Defense, Cy. It was nice sitting in the warmth
near the bar, and there was lots if neat schtick
during court.
Unfortunately I had to be back at work Monday morning, so we had packed up in the late
afternoon. When court was done, we changed
into our modern clothing, and headed back
towards Minneapolis. We got a hotel in St.
Cloud for the night, and had an uneventful
trip back home the next day. It turned out we
were lucky to have left when we did. Everyone
that left Sunday had a very interesting time
dodging major thunderstorms that came close
to or did become Tornados. But that stands to
reason, Hrodir was there for the weekend.
All in all, it was a fun weekend and I do encourage everyone who wants to see the Kingdom to head to WW at least once. It is the
primary war that is held in Northshield and
is only about a ten and a half hour drive from
Winnipeg.
-David DuPont
Art Credits: Clip art used is copyright free from Celtic Designs for Artists and Craftspersons. Dover Publications,
Inc., New York City, NY, USA ©2003 Dover Publications. ISBN 0-486-99591-7
Photo Credits: Elashava Bas Riva

The Venetian
Connection
Ukranian Park Bible Camp, Gimli Manitoba

Sept. 4-7, 2015

Featuring:
• Rapier Combat
• Armoured Combat
• Archery
• A&S Competition
• Dancing
• Classes

For more Information: www.castelrouge.ca

