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Cupbearer Amarylis of Castel Rouge 

Archery Captain Gwen y Gadnawes ferch 
 Arian 

Warlord James Erec of York 

Baronial Champion Hreodbeorht of Harhundell 

Rapier Captain David du Pont 
Historian Hermina Matilda de Ainesleah of 
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And now...The Fine Print (statement of ownership and disclaimer)  
 

This is the March/April 2011, issue of the Castel Rouge Chronicle, a publication of the Barony of Castel Rouge of the 

Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The Castel Rouge Chronicle is available from Jocelyn Wirth and 

Greg Young, 24 MacAulay Place, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3P 0S4.   It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright © 2011 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on re-

printing photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in con-

tacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 

Subscription 

Information 
 

Subscription to the Castel Rouge Chronicle 

will be considered to be a donation to the 

Barony in exchange for issues of the Chroni-

cle.  There are 4 subscription options, which 

are as follows: 

 

Delivery via email (PDF copy) - $5.00 per 

year 

 

Delivery in person at a Baronial Folkmoot or 

other function (paper copy) - $12.00 per year 

 

Mailed paper copy in Canada (cost includes 

postage and handling) - $27.00 per year 

 

Mailed paper copy to USA (cost includes 

postage and handling) - $37.00 per year 

See Mistress Hermina Matilda de Ainesleah 

of Meredene (Chronicler) at Folkmoot or 

email chronicler@castelrouge.ca 

 

Web Site: http://www.castelrouge.ca 

 

Email List: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

Castel_Rouge 



From the Seneschal 

Happy Spring, Castel Rouge! 

 

While the almanac says we’re in for another wet, mucky year, I would like to see us try to get outside at every avail-

able opportunity when the ground is reasonably dry. This includes fight practices outdoors on Sundays as well as pic-

nics in the park(s) during the summer. 

 

Don’t forget we have the March Field on Sunday, June 5 at 12:00 in Coronation Park, weather permitting. Please con-

tact Lord Magnus at least one week prior to be deemed eligible to strut your martial stuff for the Baron and Baroness, 

and have all of your equipment (for all disciplines) ready in working order. 

 

Officers, please have a status report of your Office ready for the April 23 Baronial Council Meeting. Bring ideas on 

what you would like to see in your discipline over the course of the next year. Also, we will be discussing the ―job 

descriptions‖ I mentioned in the last newsletter. Please bring your ideas. 

 

Everyone else, we have a few Great Officer positions coming up to be replaced at the Gimli event. I believe both Her-

ald and Chatelaine are due to change over. If you are interested in either position, please contact the sitting Officer and 

find out what the duties are before putting your name in. We will have the vote in early August. 

 

Speaking of Gimli, is everyone planning something to make it fun and exciting? We have been generating some great 

ideas at Folkmoots, so attending is never a bad thing! Bringing a game, a group treat to share, making some kickin’ 

garb or sprucing up your camp/bunk is all it takes to make a great event even better. 

 

Ásdís 



From the Chroniclers 
 

Greetings and welcome to our second issue.  To start, we would like to thank Lady Ás-

dís for her seneschal’s letter, Baroness Gabriela for filling in the blanks on the history 

of the recipe published last month, and last but not least, we’d like to thank Lady Luta 

for her article.  Lady Luta has written about her experiences attending her first large 

event (Gulf Wars). 

 

Going forward, we would love to see more articles written by Baronial members on 

their travel experiences.  Two events that will be happening in the next month are Silks 

and Needles, and Crown Tournament, both taking place in Korsvag (Fargo, ND).  We 

would ask that anyone attending these events to please consider giving us a write up 

for publication.  It’s a great way for you to help share the event (and your experiences) 

with those who were not able to attend, and to perhaps help encourage others to travel 

in the future.  After all, travelling to other groups and attending their events is one of 

the best parts of the SCA game we play. 

 

That’s all for this issue, other than…‖Castel Rouge Rocks!‖ 



Art Credits: 

 
Various photographs in this issue were taken by Mistress Ainesleah at this year’s Gulf Wars XX. 

 
Clip art used is copyright free from Celtic Designs for Artists and Craftspersons, Dover Publications, 

Inc., New York City, NY, USA copyright 2003 Dover Publications.  ISBN 0-486-99591-7 

Current News  
 
Congratulations to the following Baronial folk, who have been recognized by The Kingdom of North-

shield, in the past couple of months –  

 

THL Clare Agatha MacLeod – Order of the Pyxis – Une Fete D’Amour 

Baron Robin Arthur Kyrke – Recipient of the Queen’s Archery Favour – Coronation  

Mistress Hermina Matilda de Ainesleah of Meredene – Queen’s Cypher – Coronation 

Lady Ásdís Karsadóttir – King’s Cypher - Coronation 

THL Eibhleann of Castel Rouge – Baroness of the Court – Coronation 

 

 

Correction to the February issue of the Chronicle 

 

The Bulgar Wheat recipe printed in the January/February issue of the Chronicle  was created by Bar-

oness Gabriela back in March, 1982. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Lord Magnus and Baron Thyrm are the event stewards for the upcoming Gimli event.   The event will 

run from September 2 to September 5, 2011, and will be called ―A Dark Ages Saga‖.  Activities will 

include armored combat, rapier, archery, a Boar Hunt, various contests, thrown weapons, and feast-

ing.  For up to date information about the event, please go to the event web page at http://

www.castelrouge.ca/events/gimli2011. 

 

October 15, 2011 will see the return of ―Archers’ School‖ to the Barony of Castel Rouge.  The event 

stewards for the event will be Baron Robin and Lady Ásdís.  The morning part of the event will con-

sist of various archery related classes, with the afternoon portion having a number of novelty archery 

shoots.  The site will be the Heights Archery Range, 2281 Portage Avenue.  Please stay tuned for 

more information on the event. 

 

Castle Rouge Calendar – event and meeting listings are available online at: 

http://www.castelrouge.ca/calendar/2011-03 

http://www.castelrouge.ca/events/gimli2011
http://www.castelrouge.ca/events/gimli2011


Since joining the SCA in September of 2009, my largest event has been the annual September event in the Bar-

ony of Castel Rouge, held in Gimli, Manitoba over the September long weekend. I thought it was a sizeable event of 

about 100 people camping, fighting, singing, feasting, shooting, dancing, shopping, carousing and throwing pointy 

things. It was respectable; the people and activities impressed me. That is, until now, after attending the 2011 Gulf 

Wars. 

My experience in our small Barony did not prepare me for the Gulf Wars campaign. For one, it was a two-day 

drive from Winnipeg, Manitoba to King’s Arrow Ranch, Lumberton, Mississippi. I was traveling with two fencers and 

three people worth of fencing gear; this didn’t leave a lot of space for one small dancer. Was the event worth the per-

manent leg cramps and backache? As a matter of fact, it was. 

When we drove up to the site, the line at Troll alone was about half the number of the usual Gimli Event turnout. 

The campground was the size of a respectable town. Each kingdom had an area of its own. Some kingdoms had 

erected permanent structures, like palisades, gates, towers and a bar. There was a tavern in the centre, the Green 

Dragon, with whitewashed walls, dark wood beams, busty wenches (a.k.a. the King’s Champion, Sybil), a loft and a 

crowd of drunken revelers. There was Viking thumb wrestling, minstrels, bards, and a brawl. Every person was in 

some form of garb or another. 

―Goodness,‖ I thought, ―I’ve gone back in time.‖ 

The week began with a procession of the royalty. Our own king, Hrodir the Storm King, was true to his reputa-

tion; he was thrown from his horse and landed in hospital for the night. The pomp and ceremony was breath taking—I 

felt transported to another time and place, where three great nations came together to fight a war, supported by their 

honoured allies. 

The war itself was ongoing through the week. No matter when, so long as there was daylight, there was fighting. 

I saw enough heavy and rapier fighting to keep me satisfied for at least a month! This was also my first experience 

watching melee battles—there were hundreds of warriors facing off against each other on the hot, dusty battle field. 

Their armor and weapons flashed in the sunlight and their shouts and blows rang out over the slopes of the ravine. It 

was an incredible sight to behold. 

I couldn't believe the number of merchants. There were people selling everything! Including coffee. I'm quite 

certain I spent as much money at the coffee merchant's booth as the rest of the merchants combined. I wish I could 

adequately describe the sight of the long rows of canvas pavilions full of colourful wares, noble ladies and lords 

browsing amongst them. 

Other than the essentials (fighting and shopping), there were a variety of other activities for those of us who are 

willing to wander the campground. I found a few dance classes, a yoga class (gee, I traveled two days for this?), 

thrown weapons challenges, the archery field and the scribes' hut. The scribes themselves were a lovely bunch and 

were amenable to a last-minute request for a certain fencer to have his introductory letter written for the Rose tourney. 

Of course, this would have been far more effective if the scroll had not found its way to the Meridies court the night 

before and couldn’t be found the morning of the tourney, no matter how fast Lady Luta ran across the encampment. 

Lastly, I would like to tell you about the most important part of an event this large: Diplomatic relations with 

other Northshield folk and entire other kingdoms. I enjoyed sitting around the campfire with the rough stock of North-

shield, fighters and feisty women from the cold wastes of the north. I also enjoyed the hospitality of the other king-

doms. Revelry occurred every night, at a moment’s notice, as soon as you looked the other way. We shared stories, 

spirits and laughter in the light and warmth of friendship and massive bonfires. Our king of Northshield was a great 

example to us all as, only hours after being released from hospital, he arrived at the Trimaris party wearing a cheese 

crown and gigantic black and yellow Mardi Gras beads. 

There is far too much to tell about Gulf Wars than will fit in one small article. If I had to summarize the trip in 

one sentence, I would say: Don't Trust the Dons. Or maybe: Don't Try to Stare Down the Prince. Or, even better: It's 

Tigg's Fault. 

 

My First War 
by Luta of Castel Rouge 



Baronial Laws 

Below are the Laws of the Barony of Castel Rouge, as approved by Folkmoot on January 23, 2011 and read into Baro-

nial Court on January 29, 2011. 

I. Introduction 

The Barony of Castel Rouge is a chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. ("SCA"). As such, it is subject 

to the laws, policies, and regulations of the SCA, the Kingdom, of Northshield. In the event of a conflict, the laws of 

the SCA and the Kingdom shall take precedence over those of the Barony.  

As such, these Baronial Laws shall take precedence over the laws of any Canton or Village held under the Barony of 

Castel Rouge. 

These laws shall be published in the Baronial newsletter, and read aloud at Folkmoot at least once per year, and shall 

be kept posted on the Baronial web site.  

II. Membership 

To become a member of the Barony of Castel Rouge, one must attend eight (8) Baronial functions within a three 

month period, at least six (6) of which must be Folkmoots. The other two (2) may be Folkmoots, Baronial events, 

practices, guild meetings, collegiums, dessert revels, or other scheduled Baronial activities.  

A former member who wishes to rejoin the Barony need only attend six (6) Baronial functions within a two month 

period, at least four (4) of which must be Folkmoots.  

Upon fulfilling the membership requirements, a person shall become a member by declaring his/her eligibility and 

intent to join, either in person at a Folkmoot or in writing to the Seneschal. The granting of a membership is not sub-

ject to vote and cannot be refused if the requirements have been met.  

 In addition to the privilege of membership, members of the Barony, including those in Canton or Village have the 

following rights:  

To vote upon matters presented to the Folkmoot.  

Canton officers will be voted by the members of the Canton. Baronial members who have not declared themselves as 

Canton members will not be eligible to vote in these elections. 

To vote in polls on matters which concern the Barony as a whole, such as election of a Baron and Baroness, bidding 

for Crown Tourney, etc.  

To submit recommendations to the Baron and Baroness for any Baronial awards.  

To participate in Baronial activities.  

Should a member attend no Baronial functions for a period of one year plus one day, their membership will lapse and 

their name will be removed from the membership list.  

A membership list shall be created and maintained by the Baronial Seneschal or a designated deputy. This list shall be 

reviewed at the first Folkmoot in May of each year, to identify and remove any persons whose memberships have 

lapsed.  

III. Villages 

Manitoba residents who wish to be members of the Barony, but are unable to attend Baronial functions on a regular 

basis due to distance, may petition the Barony to form a Village.  

A Village must consist of four (4) or more Manitoba residents living within the same geographic area.  

The Baron, Baroness, and Seneschal of the Barony shall consult with the residents of the proposed Village to decide 

its boundaries and membership requirements, and present it to the Folkmoot for approval.  

Any person who has met the membership requirements of a Village shall be deemed a member of the Barony, and 

shall be granted all the rights and privileges of membership.  

A former member who wishes to rejoin the Barony within a Village must fulfill the same requirements as new mem-

bers of that Village.  

A Village is an extension of the Barony, and not an official branch of the SCA. As such, it cannot have its own offi-

cers; however, the Officers of the Barony may appoint deputies in a Village to act as liaisons and to help serve the 

needs of its members.  

IV Cantons 

A Village that has met SCA guidelines to become a Canton may petition the Barony for the right to do so. 

Canton formation is governed by the laws of the Kingdom of Northshield and the laws of the SCA. 

Canton Great Officers shall be elected following the same election protocols as the Baronial Great Officers. A Canton 

Great Officer shall be recognized as an official deputy of the corresponding Baronial Great Officer and submit copies 

of all reports to the Baronial Great Officer as well as to the Kingdom of Northshield. 



V. Baronial Council 

The Baronial Council shall be made up of the following: the Baron and Baroness; all Officers of the Barony; and all 

Baronial members who are Peers, Court Barons or Baronesses, or the heads of Baronial Guilds.  

The Great Officers of the Barony consist of those Baronial Officers whose positions correspond to those of the King-

dom's Great Officers of State.  

Any additions or changes to the Baronial Council shall be discussed and approved by the Council before being submit-

ted to a vote of the Populace.  

The Seneschal shall maintain a list of Council Members and keep it available for consultation.  

The term of office shall be 5 years for the Baron and Baroness, and 2 years for all other Baronial Officers. When an 

officer's term is about to expire, an election shall be held for that office. The officer currently serving may seek re-

election if he/she wishes. There is no limit to the number of terms a person may serve in the same office.  

Each member of the Council will receive only one vote in any Council decision, regardless of the number of offices, 

positions, or titles he/she may hold.  

Great Officers are required to attend at least one Folkmoot every three months.  

The Seneschal shall attend and chair all Folkmoots, or appoint a deputy to do so in his/her absence.  

The Chatelaine or a designated representative must attend all Folkmoots.  

An annual Baronial Council meeting shall be held at the beginning of March. At this meeting the Officers shall present 

summaries of their annual Doomsday Reports and discuss activities in their areas of responsibility. An additional Ba-

ronial Council meeting shall be held every September. 

Additional Council meetings should be held as needed.  

Any Council member may request a meeting of the Baronial Council. A meeting will be scheduled and announced as 

soon as possible after the request is made.  

A Council meeting may be held at any time or place without advance notice if at least 50% of the Baronial Great Offi-

cers are present, one of which must be the Baron and/or Baroness.  

Council meetings shall be open to all Baronial members and guests of the Barony.  

VI. Autocrats and Events 

Any Baronial member wishing to organize an official event may present a proposal to the Folkmoot. The proposal 

must include a description of the theme, activities, estimated budget, and location of the proposed event.  

Event proposals must be submitted and voted upon at least six (6) months prior to the proposed date of the event.  

The autocrat in charge of an event must be a paid member of the SCA at the time of the event. The autocrat must have 

at least one deputy to assist with the organization of the event, but these deputies are not required to be SCA members.  

The autocrat must have previous experience as an autocrat or deputy autocrat, or have a deputy autocrat who has such 

experience.  

The autocrat must conform to any outlines, checklists or timelines approved by the Baronial Council for planning and 

running events. 

The autocrat in charge of an event or a designated deputy must attend the four (4) Folkmoots immediately preceding 

the reservation deadline for the event, to report on the status and to accept reservations.  

Autocrats from Cantons or Villages may appoint a spokesperson to Baronial folkmoots to report on the status and ac-

cept reservations of Canton or Village events. 

If the autocrat and his/her deputy are deemed to be failing in their duties, the Seneschal shall take any action necessary 

to ensure that the event takes place as scheduled.  

The autocrat shall turn over to the Exchequer a detailed record of all income & expenses for the event no later than 

two (2) weeks after the event. Any outstanding expense receipts must be turned in to the Exchequer no later than six 

(6) weeks after the event.  

 

VI.1 Gimli Event 

The yearly September Labour Day weekend event, unofficially called ―Gimli‖, shall be run by at least two autocrats, 

as outlined below. The presentation and subsequent vote for the event proposal must conform as above, including de-

scription of the theme, activities and estimated budget. The presentation shall be made one (1) year, six (6) months 

before the event. For years when this timeline is not possible, the presentation and vote shall be made at least six (6) 

months before the event, and shall be strictly adhered to by the autocrats and Baronial Council. 

Autocrats 

The autocrat for the future event will also be the co-autocrat for the current-year event.  

Any additional deputy autocrats and feastocrats may be brought in at the discretion of the autocrats as re-

quired 



If the autocrat and his/her coautocrats are deemed to be failing in their duties, the Seneschal shall take any 

action necessary to ensure that the event takes place as scheduled  
The autocrats must conform to any checklists or timelines approved by the Baronial Council for planning and running 

events. 

VII. Voting Procedures 

The following matters must be announced and open for discussion at a minimum of three (3) Folkmoots before it is 

voted upon:  

recommendation of Baron and Baroness;  

election of officers;  

bids or proposals for an official event;  

establishment of or changes to Villages;  

changes to the laws of the Barony.  
Other matters may be voted upon at Folkmoot without prior announcement.  

For elections and event proposals, the candidates or prospective autocrats shall leave the room while the vote is taken.  

Voting shall be conducted by either a show of hands or by written or electronic ballot, at the discretion of the Sene-

schal.  

The matter being voted upon shall be decided in favor of the choice which receives a majority of the votes cast. If 

none of the available choices is able to get a majority of the votes at that Folkmoot, the matter shall be voted upon 

again at the next Folkmoot.  

When a vote is held to decide between two or more competing event proposals, each member may vote in favor of any 

one or more of the proposals of which he/she approves, or cast a single vote against all the proposals. The vote shall be 

decided in favor of the option which receives the highest number of votes, provided that number represents a majority 

of the people voting.  

VIII. Baronial Courts 

The Baron and/or Baroness may hold a Baronial Court at any Baronial events and functions, at their own discretion.  

All business for Baronial Court is subject to the approval of the Baron and/or Baroness.  

IX. Order of the Snowflake 

There shall be a Baronial Award called "L'Ordre du Flocon de Neige", commonly referred to as "The Order of the 

Snowflake."  

This Award shall be given once each year to the individual deemed to have performed the greatest service to the Bar-

ony during the preceding year.  

The Baron and Baroness shall choose the recipient based on recommendations received from the populace.  

The Award shall be presented in Baronial Court at the Barony's Fall event.  

The most recent recipient of the Award shall be known as the Principal of the Order, and may wear the ceremonial 

medallion signifying the position for a period of one year.  

Recipients of the Award may wear a medallion or badge emblazoned: "On a tower gules, a snowflake argent".  

An honor roll listing the recipients of this Award shall be maintained by the Baronial Pursuivant or a deputy.  

X. Finances 

Event site rental fees greater than $750 and feast costs greater than $500 must be approved by a meeting of the Baro-

nial Council and ratified by a Folkmoot. Amounts below this limit are deemed to be automatically approved when the 

event proposal is accepted.   
Any expenditure of more than $200, other than event site rental fees, must be approved by a meeting of the Baronial 

Council and ratified by a Folkmoot.  

All other significant expenditures should be approved by a Folkmoot.  

The Exchequer may appoint special deputies for the purpose of collecting and handling monies for any Baronial activ-

ity or endeavor, such as event fees, Chronicle subscriptions, and fund-raising projects.  

The Exchequer will work with the autocrats of Baronial events to ensure that proper financial planning is in place for 

those events.  

The Exchequer shall present a financial report to the Folkmoot once every three months, and the year-end report shall 

also be published in the Chronicle.  

The Exchequer shall be prepared to give a summary of the Barony's financial status whenever requested by the Coun-

cil or Folkmoot.  

The Exchequer shall inform the Baronial Council and the Folkmoot if the monies in the Baronial accounts drops be-

low $3,000.  



XI. Guilds 

Members of the Barony may form Guilds to promote the study and practice of a specific Art, Science, or other inter-

est.  

To be recognized, guilds within the Barony must present a Charter for the approval of the Baron and Baroness.  

The head of a guild shall be chosen by the members of the guild, subject to the approval of the Baron and Baroness.  

Organization and ranking within a guild will be as specified by the guild's Charter.  

Membership in a guild is open to any member of the Barony or its Cantons or Villages. 

 




